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~ DEP will probe!

* Toxic dumping evidence
sought at development

8Y MicHAZL DaraLE
Dally Recarg

WHARTON — The state Do.
partment of Egvironmentg]

Pmtecﬁonplanstomvesﬁgate vinyl wall

o West Dewwy Avenue. sito tar.
geted for a warehoyge develop-
ment for the presemce of
chemicals dumped there de-
“iunﬁ"

investigator toured
the traci, known 23 the I.E.
Carpenter satellite site, with
tesidents Wednesdny and de-
termined that their tales of
u-u:lu' dumping loads of toxic
wagte into mine pits mevited a

sacond look. DEP tpokes-
woman Loretts O'Donnell gaid.
The L.E. Carpenter factory
on bearby Main Street closed
in 1987 after manufacturing
covering fof 46
years and now is a federal Sy
perfund gite, '
The warehouae site might
also require cleanup before
the new warchouse complex
could be built, offirisls said

A 1900 DEP report smid wargh

L.E. Csrpenter might have
duroped chemicals on part of
the property on almost a daily
basis in the 18508 end 1960s.
The West Dewey land,

which straddles the Wharton- ¢
Rockaway Towmship border,
was listed as g contaminatad
. 9ite on a 1997 liet by the DEP
GPU Energy Inc. hag 2 stor-.
age facility thers, but GPU
spokesman Ronald Morane
said the company’s environ.
mental officials were unaware
th?t' the site was 20 Ligted. .
t's, not on owr cleanup *
list,” ba said, but he indicat:s '

that It miab‘: warrant further ;

ey :
West Essex Manofacturing °
Corp. of Fairfield haa npplies r
to build 282,800 sguaze feat of
ars uf:t:gli:’g, office and Jight ,
Sanus ng space on the "
At the April 11 plapning :
board mueting, resident Ber .
nie Kelly said he saw trucks

' enter the property years ago
and dump loads of green and
black chemicals,

Cheryl Manona, who lives
near the site, said that after
mﬂﬁnﬁebmugh records she
fears she's living near “the
Love Cenal of New Jersey.” re-
{erring to the New York com-
munity gbandoned itwy de-
cades sgo after homeo were
found to be contamingted with
toxing seeping wp from buried
waste pits.

But Mare Walker, the praject
engineer for West Eagex, said
the former LE. Carpentar por
tion of the property is separst-
et from the aren by
& small ridge snd weuld not be
affected by water runoff from
the warehouse side. He said he
was unaware of any contamina-

site in Wharton

dﬁm board heari
) garmg
on the application will resume
Masy 16, Residents plan to make
a formal presentation to the
board an several issues, includ-
ing the possibility that the sgite
ig contaminsted, said William.
Robinson, who lives acrosa
West Dewey from the site.
“T've got threu little ones,”

he said. “[ owe it to them to P

have this investignted.” .

Mayor Harry Shupe, whe
also serves on the planning
board, said the contamination
isaue is not within the board's
jurisdiction, but is  state and
fcderatlh x:;v;ner If the board
givea the catlon & prelimi-
uary gpproval, Shupe said, it
can establish tions that
must be met before final ap-

3

proval i3 given. They can in-
clude a elean bill of health from
the DEF, or = plan to get the
gite cleaned up; if necessary.
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N Sit . can't have them live not knowing parcel, Cyr's report safd,
: e about this.” But the report also said a foymer
C A 1990 rggott by Andrew Cyr of borough heslth officer had wite
1 Gontinued from 7 AL3 the DEP said e pit 40 to 60 foet in pessed L.E. Carpenter dom)

diameter and 10 feet deep on the waste there, and that a former B
LE. Carpenter’s main site, along northwest portion of the West Carpenter employee told the DEP
~ North Strest and the Rock- Dewey proparty, part ofap wld mine that the company had dumped there
away River in downtown Wharton, site, was suspected of being one of beginning in 1949.
is being cleaned up under the feder. L.E. Carpenter’a satsllite dumping “Other residents stated they wit-
al Superfund law. sites. By then the pit bad long been pessed the dumping of thousands of
Racords from 1994 said chemi- filled in. gallons of waste into and around
cals found there include toluene, Water sarmples taken from 1967 the pit area, which veeurred almost
Xylenes, chlarobe , chlorome. to 1989 datected levels ef tetra: ona daily basis” during the ‘18603
thane, acetone, cagbon tatrachlo- chlovetbylene renging up to 8.2 and 19605, Cyr-wrote.
ride, phenol, cadmivm, lead, mer- g::ts per billion, but thet could. - ‘
oury, arsenis and bensene. ve come from a dry well main MICHAEL DAIGLE ¢an be reached at
“We're doing this for our chil- tained by the Jersey Centxal Power (973)885-0882 or mdsige@
drep,” Manna said. “In 20 years, 1 & Light Co,, which had bought tha momisto.gannett.com.,
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